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Biographical Information 
 
Dr. Rubén Olivárez is a professor and Executive Director of the Cooperative Superintendency Doctoral Program at 
The University of Texas at Austin.  He is also the holder of the L.D. Haskew Centennial endowed professorial chair 
in public school administration in the Department of Educational Administration.  Dr. Olivarez began his tenure 
with The University in August of 2006, succeeding Dr. Nolan Estes, who along with Dr. L.D. Haskew founded and 
pioneered the University’s nationally acclaimed superintendency doctoral program. 
 
Dr. Olivárez’s professional career spans a period of thirty-five years in public education.  He has served in various 
teaching and administrative capacities, in public schools, higher education and the State’s Department of Education.  
He served as a teacher, principal and central office administrator in the Ft. Worth, Austin, Dallas and San Antonio 
Independent School Districts.  In 1987, he joined the Texas Education Agency where he served as Executive 
Deputy Commissioner for School Accreditation and Accountability. Additionally, during his state tenure as 
Executive Deputy Commissioner, Dr. Olivarez provided leadership in various functions of the state agency, 
overseeing the departments of School Financial Audits, Governance Operations of Public Schools, Civil Rights and 
Equal Education Opportunities, Charter Schools and School Improvement Intervention and Support Services. 
 
As a leader in advancing social justice and equal educational opportunities for all students, he is known for his 
beliefs, stating that “accountability at all levels of the education system is vital to student success”.  He is perhaps 
most recognized for his commitment to teachers stating that “the teacher is the most important and only real 
program in education, and principals are the key to school effectiveness”. 
 
In 1996 he joined the Dallas Independent School District as the Associate Superintendent for Instructional and 
Non-instructional Support Services.  In January of 2000, Dr. Olivarez was appointed general superintendent of the 
San Antonio Independent School District where he served until his most recent appointment at The University of 
Texas at Austin’s College of Education.  During his tenure as superintendent of San Antonio’s largest urban school 
district, Dr. Olivarez was credited for successfully leading the school district through several school re-structuring 
initiatives, restoring its fiscal management, and the implementation of over $700 million of construction projects.  
He has been recognized for creating a vision of excellence, attaining significant increases in student performance 
and bringing stability to the governance operations of the district. 
 
He has served in several statewide leadership capacities as president of the Texas Council of Urban School 
Districts, officer of the Texas School Alliance, member of the Commissioner’s Advisory Council, and member of 
the boards of the Texas Public Schools Equity Center, and the Texas Business Education Coalition.  He is also a 
current member of the Advisory Board of the American College Testing Board. 
 
He returns to The University of Texas at Austin, where he also served as assistant professor in curriculum and 
instruction, and administrator of various multicultural, bilingual education graduate teacher education programs 
during the early tenure of his professional career. 
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